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derance of power over Grown and Commons alike;
for while the Crown could coerce the Commons by a
dissolution, and the Commons could restrain the Crown
by refusal of supplies, the Lords would hare been
beyond the reach of either of the other two branches of
the legislature.

That this far-reaching measure failed to become law,
is due to "Walpole's penetration and rapidity, and by
hardly any other action of his life did he set a deeper
stamp upon our system of "government. Formidable
difficulties were in his way. The king might have been
expected to object to a limitation of one of the most
cherished of royal prerogatives. But the king hated
the Prince of "Wales, and was as anxious as Sunderland
to clip his wings. The Scotch peers were won by the
prospect of exchanging an elective for a hereditary seat.
The Lords as a whole were openly or privately gratified
by a measure which, in limiting their numbers, augmented
their individual importance. The bill engaged the
talents of the two most delightful prose writers of the
day. It was defended by Addison, in what proved to
be the final task of his life, and it was attacked by Steele.
Why could not faction, says Johnson, find other
advocates'? Controvertists cannot long retain their
kindness for each other, and " every reader must surely
regret that these two illustrious friends, after so many
years passed in confidence and endearment, in unity of
interest, conformity of opinion, and fellowship of study,
should finally part in acrimonious opposition." The
spirit of faction was too busy and too hot for these
pensive regrets, and no effort was spared to forward the
ministerial design. The king's name was freely used.ary qf Bug*
